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The National Firearms Act:

A Discussion on its Historical and Legal
Relationship with the Second Amendment

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2024
UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING COLLEGE OF LAW

*This seminar is also available virtually*

Organized in partnership with the Wyoming Law Review, this
summit brings together firearms experts, federal agents, historians,
academics, lawyers, and community leaders to discuss a series of
topics surrounding the National Firearms Act.

College of Law
Firearms Research Center

For more information, please visit

www.firearmsresearchcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org
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October 18 | University of Wyoming (Laramie)
*This seminar is also available virtually*

EVENT SCHEDULE

Welcome Remarks (8:30-8:45am)

Session 1: The National Firearms Act in Policy and Practice (8:45-9:45am)

Benjamin Hiller, Deputy Associate Chief Counsel, Firearms & Explosives Law Division, Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms
*Eligible for CLE Credit

Break (9:45-10.00am)

Session 2: The History of Machine Guns (10:00-10:30am)

David Kopel, Senior Fellow, University of Wyoming Firearms Research Center; Adjunct Scholar, Cato Institute
*Eligible for CLE Credit

Session 3: Regulated Arms and Taxation (10:30-12:00pm)

Yang Liu, Criminal Law Fellow, U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, Matt Larosiere, Gun Rights Attorney,
Charles Eldred, Chief of the Legal Strategy Division, Texas Attorney General, Stephen Halbrook, Attorney at Law
*Eligible for CLE Credit

Lunch (712:00-1:00pm)

Hunting and the NFA (12:15-12:45pm)
Kelly Todd, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Regional Access Coordinator/Game Warden

Session 4: The Second Amendment, the NFA, and Historical Firearms (1:00-2:30pm)

Clayton Cramer, Professor of History, College of Western Idaho, Ted Noel, Retired, Board Certified Anesthesiologist,

Tom Bell, Professor, Chapman University, Fowler School of Law, Chris Land, General Counsel for U.S. Senator Cynthia
M. Lummis

*Eligible for 30 minutes of CLE Credit

Session 5: The American Suppressor Association (2:30-3:30pm)

Michael Williams, General Counsel, American Suppressor Association and the American Cornerstone Institute
*Eligible for CLE Credit

For more information, please visit www.firearmsresearchcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org
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OFCI?I'IC[;':I(ER Suppressor Shoot:
18, 2024 Laramie Rifle Range
4:30 - 6:30PM Hosted by the Firearms

Research Center
Laramie Rifle Range CJﬂd the American

73 Rifle Range Rd. Suppressor Association
Laramie, WY 82072

Not an Official NFA Seminar Activity
*Registration Required

MERICAN
UPPRESSOR
SSOCIATION

LARAMIE @%
RIFLE RANGEY

SHOOT SAFE. HAVE FUN!

For more information, please visit www.firearmsresearchcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU
TO OUR 2024 SPONSORS!

@ SILENCER

SHOP

AMERICAN
SUPPRESSOR
ASSOCIATION

chcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org
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— SPEAKER BIOS (1 OF 3)

Tom W. Bell

Professor, Chapman University, Fowler School of Law

Prof. Tomm W. Bell earned his J.D. from the University of Chicago, practiced law in Silicon Valley and Washington, D.C.,, and
served as a policy director for the Cato Institute before joining the faculty of Chapman University Fowler School of Law. He
teaches constitutional law and all the first year common law courses. Bell's scholarship focuses on special jurisdictions and
constitutional law. His books include, "Your Next Government? From the Nation State to Stateless Nations" (Cambridge
University Press 2018). Préspera ZEDE and the Catawba Indian Nation's Digital Economic Zone run Bell’'s open source legal
system, Ulex.

Clayton Cramer
Professor of History, College of Western Idaho

Clayton Cramer has an M.A. in History from Sonoma State University in California and teaches history at College of Western
Idaho. He has nine published books covering scholarly histories of weapons regulation along with 18 published articles and
has been cited in D.C. v. Heller (2008), McDonald v. Chicago (2010), Jones v. Bonta (9th Cir. 2022), Young v. State (9th Cir.
2021), State v. Sieyes (Wash. 2010), Senna v. Florimont (N.H. 2008), Mosby v. Devine (R.l. 2004).

Charles K. Eldred
Chief of the Legal Strategy Division, Texas Attorney General

Charles K. Eldred is the Chief of the Legal Strategy Division for the Texas Attorney General, where he has litigated and
appealed cases for most of his career. He has also worked in the Attorney General's Administrative Law, Tax, and Law
Enforcement Defense divisions. He holds a J.D from the University of Texas School of Law and a B.S. in Mathematics from the
University of Texas. He is a member of the Texas, Supreme Court of the United States, D.C. Circuit, and Fifth Circuit bars, as
well as the bars of all the federal District Courts in Texas.

Stephen P. Halbrook

Attorney at Law

Stephen P. Halbrook holds a J.D. frommn Georgetown University and Ph.D. in Philosophy from Florida State University.
Halbrook has argued and won U.S. v. Thompson/Center Arms, 504 U.S. 505 (1992) (NFA case) and other Supreme Court cases.
Halbrook has also testified in the United States Congress on a series of firearms related bills and policies.

Benjamin Hiller
Deputy Associate Chief Counsel, Firearms & Explosives Law Division, Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms

Benjamin Hiller is an attorney within ATF's Office of Chief Counsel. He currently serves as the Deputy Assistant Chief Counsel
for the Firearms and Explosives Law Division, commonly referred to as the “FELD.” The FELD handles legal issues arising
under the Gun Control Act, National Firearms Act, Arms Export Control Act, and federal explosives laws. Prior to his current
position, Mr. Hiller served as Acting NFA Division Chief.

For more information, please visit www.firearmsresearchcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org
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— SPEAKER BIOS (2 OF 3)

Ashley Hlebinsky

Executive Director, Firearms Research Center

One of the foremost authorities on firearms history and material culture in the United States. For a decade, she was Curator in
charge of one of the largest firearms museums in the country and served as Project Director on the museum’s full-scale
multimillion dollar renovation. Presently, Hlebinsky serves as a museum consultant, speaker, writer, expert witness, and
television host and producer.

David Kopel

Senior Fellow, University of Wyoming Firearms Research Center; Adjunct Scholar, Cato Institute

David Kopel is a Fellow at the University of Wyoming Firearms Research Center, and an Adjunct Scholar with the Cato
Institute. Kopel has authored 119 scholarly articles and 20 books, including the law school textbook Firearms Law and the
Second Amendment. His scholarship and legal briefs have been cited by Justices Alito, Breyer, Kagan, Stevens, and Thomas,
and in 91 cases in lower courts. Since 2003, he has been a columnist for the Volokh Conspiracy, a law professor weblog,
currently hosted by Reason magazine.

Chris Land

General Counsel for U.S. Senator Cynthia M. Lummis

Chris Land is US Senator Cynthia Lummis’ principal advisor on legal matters, digital asset regulation, and staffs the Senate’s
Post-Chevron Working Group. He was previously General Counsel of the Wyoming Division of Banking, where he
implemented Wyoming's digital asset laws. He was also recently a Research Fellow at the Northwestern University School of
Law, and has been published several times on the constitutional law of legislative procedure. Chris is originally fromn Panama
City, Florida, and holds a B.S. from Florida State University, an LL.M. from the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, University of
London, and a J.D. from the University of Minnesota Law School.

Matthew Larosiere
Gun Rights Attorney

Starting at the Cato Institute in 2016, Matthew Larosiere has worked in gun rights ever since. He presently focuses on gun law
and technology in his private practice while serving as Director of Legal Policy and Research for Maryland Shall Issue. He has
litigated the Second Amendment in various courts of appeal, submitted dozens of Supreme Court amicus briefs, and hosts
the gun law myth busting channel "Fuddbusters" on YouTube. In addition to law, Larosiere is a firearms designer and
operates a licensed firearms manufacturer and importer in Orlando, Florida.

Yang Liu

Criminal Law Fellow, U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia

Yang Liu studies national and international security law and has authored several articles on topics ranging from public
international law to constitutional law, with a focus on evolving issues caused by technology development, great power
competition, current wars between Ukraine and Russia, and Israel and Hamas. After earning his J.D. from Georgetown
University Law Center, he clerked for magistrate judges as the Criminal Law Fellow at the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia.

For more information, please visit www.firearmsresearchcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org
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— SPEAKER BIOS (3 OF 3)

George A. Moscary

Director, Firearms Research Center

George Mocsary, who serves as Director of the Firearms Research Center, is the coauthor of Firearms Law and the Second
Amendment: Regulation, Rights, and Policy, the first law school casebook in the field. His scholarship has been cited by
Justice Samuel A. Alito, the lllinois Supreme Court, and other federal courts. Mocsary is frequently quoted about firearms law
in the popular press, including the New York Times and The Economist.

Ted Noel
Retired, Board Certified Anesthesiologist

Dr. Ted Noel is a retired, board certified Anesthesiologist with 36 years of experience in medicine. His interest in Law has come
through his enjoyment of firearms and the beauty of the engineering displayed in them. The NFA and related topics have led
him to “drink constitutional law from a fire hose.” Every news report led to a decision, briefs, and law review articles. Every one
of those led to rabbit trails to other sources. Noel is 72 years old, married, with four daughters, seven grandchildren, and five
great grandchildren. In his copious spare time he is a theologian, golfer, and political pundit.

Kelly Todd

Wyoming Game and Fish Department, Regional Access Coordinator/Game Warden

Kelly Todd has been with the Department for over 28 years starting out as a Statewide Spawning Assistant and a fishery
technician in Boulder and then Jackson. He then transferred to a contract position at the Story Fish Hatchery and was
permanently hired in the culture section. Todd ended up at the Dubois Hatchery as a Hatchery Assistant Supervisor and then
transferred to the Wildlife Division as a warden. He has been a warden for 18+ years and in 2020 he transferred to the Regional
Access Coordinator.

Michael Williams
General Counsel, American Suppressor Association and the American Cornerstone Institute

Michael Williams serves as General Counsel of the American Suppressor Association and the American Cornerstone Institute,
and is Co-Founder of The Cylinder. Previously, Williams served two years at the White House Office of Management and
Budget (OMB), and one year in the West Wing, where he served as Deputy Assistant to the President and Counselor to White
House Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney. During his time in the West Wing, Williams served as the top White House policy advisor
on Second Amendment issues. Williams later served as Acting General Counsel at the US Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). Williams is a graduate of Emory University, where he earned his Master's and Bachelor's Degrees in
History, and the George Washington University School of Law.

For more information, please visit www.firearmsresearchcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org
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ABOUT THE FRC

Supporting Original Groundbreaking Research and Scholarship on Firearms

In the United States, there is an ongoing debate over the Second Amendment and the relationship our
country has with firearms. Discussions of such topics are frequently siloed, with little cross-disciplinary work.
For example, legal scholars work in separation from historians or social scientists. Journalists, without access
to subject-matter expertise, are often left to interpret complicated information themselves. As a result,
discourse on the vast array of firearms-related subjects suffers, both in tone and accuracy.

The Firearms Research Center (FRC), which is housed in the University of Wyoming College of Law, was
launched to establish more voices in the firearms discussion, create a pipeline of graduates prepared to
serve as firearms lawyers, and act as a reliable, non-partisan resource for firearms-related information. By
bringing together scholars from a wide range of academic disciplines and experts without traditional
academic backgrounds, the Center's aim is to foster a broad discourse and produce meaningful change in
how firearms are discussed and understood.

Under the leadership of leading firearms scholars and experts, the FRC conducts groundbreaking research
for peer review and public use. The Center's website is an online hub for firearms-related data, research, and
law. The FRC serves as a resource for academics, practitioners, lawmakers, members of the media, and the
public on the uses and roles of firearms in society — both past and present.

The Pillars of FRC

Academia: The FRC offers continuing legal education, cross-functional scholarly workshops,
courses, symposia, and more to further firearm education and thoughtful conversations around
firearms use across the country.

Students: The FRC offers a community where scholars and established experts can cultivate
knowledge within a collaborative community of support. Through hands-on learning experiences,
research opportunities, and placement opportunities for students to ensure employment after
graduation, the University of Wyoming College of Law will become the premier law school for
practitioners who serve the legal needs of all those who produce, employ, own, and regulate
firearms.

Community: The FRC offers an array of public events and educational resources, emphasizing
firearms education, including facilitating access to gun safety materials, to encourage dialogue
and create a broader understanding of the role of firearms in American society.

For more information, please visit www.firearmsresearchcenter.org or email FRC@uwyo.org




